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ABSTRACT
Aim of the study: To collect and analyze epidemiological and demographical data of
patients qualified for and implanted with the Baha system in Poland.
Material and method: 17 out of 28 otolaryngology departments performing Baha
implantation in Poland participated in the study. Up to date there were 286 patients
registered in database. Data were obtained from the preoperative questionnaires including
information such as age and gender, indications for the implantation, previous hearing aid
use as well as data regarding the surgical technique.
Results: The most frequent indication for the Baha system was bilateral mixed hearing
loss (51%), followed by SSD (18%), bilateral conductive hearing loss (17%), unilateral
mixed (8%) and conductive (6%) hearing loss. In 11% of subjects hearing impairment
was congenital versus 89% cases of acquired. The mean age was 44 years with the slight
prevalence of women (52%). 63% of patients did not have previous experience with
hearing aids. The most frequent surgical technique was classic dermatome single stage
procedure performed under general anesthesia (65%).
Conclusions: Data gather in this multicentre research serve as a valuable source of
information on qualifications for the Baha, shows demographic spectrum of adult

recipients in Poland. It also presents the preferences of surgical procedures. Outcomes of
the study may constitute a reference for each centre participating in this research as well
as for new centers starting the Baha procedure.
Słowa kluczowe: Baha, aparaty na przewodnictwo kostne, niedosłuch przewodzeniowy,
niedosłuch mieszany, jednostronna głuchota, przewlekłe zapalenie ucha środkowego,
wady wrodzone ucha, technika operacyjna
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